
SHELBURNE BOARD OF ASSESSORS

  Meeting Minutes
February 24, 2021
The meeting was called to order on Wednesday February 24, 2021 at 4:03 p.m. by Alan Coutinho.  The meeting was held via Zoom. 
Present: Alan Coutinho, Shawn Allen, Paula Morse
Signatures – Will be signed by all members after agreement
Monthly List – Real Estate/Personal Property – February 2021 – Town of Shelburne

Monthly List – Real Estate/Personal Property – February 2021 – Shelburne Fire District

Real Estate Statutory Exemptions
Real Estate Abatements
Exemptions/Abatements

The Town of Shelburne had 5 Real Estate Abatement requests and 1 Personal Property Abatement request. The Board discussed in depth the role that Patriot took when evaluating the requests and the how they came to each decision. Of the 5 Real Estate requests, the Board agreed to approve 3 of them (abatements) and would like to further discuss the other 2 when Jim Richardson is present. The Personal Property request was denied and approved by the board.
Exemption 20-2021 was granted by Clause 41C (senior) in the amount of $500 (Town) and $172.57(District) by signature of all members present.
Exemption 21-2020 was granted by Clause 41C (senior) in the amount of $500 (Town) and $190.00 (District) by signature of all members present.

Exemption 22-2020 was granted by Clause 17D (senior) in the amount of $175 (Town) and $171.24 (District) by signature of all members present.

Exemption 23-2020 was granted by Clause 41C (senior) in the amount of $500 (Town) and $188.31 (District) by signature of all members present.

Exemption 24-2020 was granted by Clause 17D (senior) in the amount of $175 (Town) and $148.71 (District) by signature of all members present.

*Abatement and Exemption Applications are not open to public inspection (General Laws Chapter 59, Section 5)
Budget
The Assistant Assessor went over the Budget that will be presented to the Select Board and Finance Committee on Monday March 1st.
For the Operating Costs:

The increase cost of our mapping went up by $250.00 from $1100 to $1350.

Education increased from $1000 to $1250. This is noted that this is the cost of 2 Assessor classes at $625 each not including books. The Board felt very strongly that the education budget should be increased and we may ask for that in the future. Right now we will have another Assessor to come in once a week to train the new Assistant Assessor for a maximum of 1000 hours.

Dues and Association also increased for the 2022 fiscal year from $100 to $375. The Point Software license increased by $55.
All other areas stayed the same or were $0.

Assessors Contracted Services:
Includes Hydro Appraisal, Utility Appraisal Assessing Services and annual Cyclical Inspections.

This is a Reval year for the Town of Shelburne, which is a state requirement, therefore costs have greatly increased. 
Originally the Town was going to partner with Buckland and Charlemont in 2021 to help reduce the cost of the Hydro Appraisal. The amount approved in 2021 was $2500. Due to the Pandemic the appraisal was never completed. Buckland has since decided not to partner with Shelburne and Charlemont. 

The Assistant Assessor in Shelburne has asked Sanscoucy and Muddy Rivers for a Hydro quote which at this time has not received a quote yet but asked for an increase of funds from the Select board and Finance Committee to defray costs. The request went from $2500 to $5000.
The Towns Utilities will be appraised by Patriot at a total cost of $2000 per Utility for a total of $4000.

Assessing Services increased from $6800 to $14,300 due to the Reval Year.

Cyclical Inspections- 110 properties at $20 per property. $2200. This must be done yearly to keep up with property Assessments.

At the last meeting with the Select Board the Board questioned the amount of stipends that were being paid to the Assessing Board since Patriot has taken over the majority of the duties that the Assessing Board used to do. The Select board felt that they were excessive. After lots of research and discussion the Assessing board agreed that the stipends should be reduced and agreed to present to the Select Board a reduction as follows:
Chairman from $2788 to $1700 and for each Member from $2361 to $1300. The Assessing board felt that this was more in line with other surrounding towns with the same duties.

Next Meeting – March 16, 2021 at 4 p.m.  

MOTION:  A motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 4:56 p.m.  Vote 3-0 
Respectfully Submitted:

Paula Morse 

Assistant Assessor
March 4, 2021
Document List
· Agenda 2/24/2020

· Monthly List – February 2021 – Town

· Monthly List – February 2021 – District

· Abatement Forms

· Budget Request form spreadsheets

· Stipend Study Documents


