
Greenfield Recorder - 09/22/2023 Page : A08

September 22, 2023 3:50 pm (GMT -4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

O P I N I ON A8
Fr iday, Sept ember 2 2, 2023

recor der.com

Email My Turns and letters to: Letters@recorder.com or mail them to:
Letters to the editor, Greenfield Recorder, P.O. Box 1367, Greenfield MA 013 0 2.

Word limit: 300 for letters; 750 for My Turns. One submission per 30 days. We reserve the right to edit or reject submissions.

Shawn Palmer
P ublisher

Shelby Brock
Managing Editor

Dan Crowley
Executive Editor

By JOHANNA NEUMANN

R apid access to hot water is a hallmark of
modern society and has made our lives a
lot easier. With the turn of a faucet han-

dle, we have hot showers as well as water to
wash our dishes and clean our clothes.

Now, the Biden administration is positioning
America to take a big leap forward when it
comes to water heater efficiency. If the U.S. De-
partment of Energy finalizes a proposal to set
more stringent efficiency standards for these
appliances, they will deliver significant environ-
mental, consumer and public health benefits.

Tucked away in some corner of each of our
homes is our humble water heater — a ma-
chine whose role is mostly unsung and unseen,
but that still plays a big role in our everyday
lives. In most households heating water is the
second-biggest use of energy, behind only space
heating.

Now, thanks to advances in technology,
Americans will have the opportunity to save a
lot of energy when heating water. This spring,
the DOE proposed a new rule to make sure wa-
ter heaters aren’t consuming more energy than
they need to. The DOE estimates that the pro-
posed efficiency standards for water heaters
would save 27 quadrillion Btu (“quads”) of en-
ergy from water heaters sold over 30 years.

To give you a sense of perspective, the entire
U.S. economy consumes about 100 quads of en-
ergy per year. Since most of that energy still
comes from burning fossil fuels like coal, oil
and gas, those energy savings translate to very
real environmental benefits.

The proposed efficiency standards for water
heaters would save more energy than any fed-
eral appliance efficiency standard adopted to
date. This rule can have such a large impact
because of the ubiquity of water heaters and
the leaps involved in electric water heater tech-
nology in recent decades.

Today, nearly every household has a water
heater, and roughly half of those run on elec-
tricity. Most electric water heaters sold in
America use electric resistance technology to
heat water. Resistance technology relies on
electric coils to produce heat, similar to the
heating elements you see when you look inside
your toaster, and is wildly inefficient compared
with heat pumps.

By contrast, heat pump water heaters use an
energy-efficient compressor that gathers heat
from one space and then concentrates it in a
water storage tank. For example, in my house,
a heat pump water heater in my basement
takes the 50 degree basement air, compresses
it, and then transfers some of the heat from the
basement air to the water in the tank. As a re-
sult, the water that my 13-year-old uses for his
morning shower is just as hot as it would be if
we had a resistance water heater, but takes less
energy because the heat pump does the job
more efficiently.

Under the proposed DOE standards, manu-
facturers would be prompted to transition from
electric resistance technology to heat pump
technology for most electric water heaters.

The environmental benefits of this transition
would be huge. If finalized, the proposed water
heater standards would cut climate-changing
air pollution equivalent to taking 36 gas-fired
power plants offline by mid-century. The stan-
dards would also reduce other harmful air pol-
lutants — such as nitrogen oxides — that are
linked to respiratory and circulatory problems.

Consumers stand to benefit, too. In particu-
lar, those consumers purchasing electric water
heaters would see large utility bill savings from
the improved efficiency. According to an Appli-
ance Standards Awareness Project fact sheet
from July 2023, electric water heaters meeting
the proposed standards would save households
$238 on utility bills every year. Taking into ac-
count additional upfront costs, households
would save more than $1,800 over the lifetime of
the product.

The Department of Energy is accepting
comments on the proposed water heater effi-
ciency rule through Sept. 26. You can add your
name to a petition to the DOE in support of the
proposed standard at https://tinyurl.com/h2o -
heat and I’ll deliver it to the Department of En-
ergy on your behalf at an event in Washington,
D.C.

Reducing energy waste is not only the
fastest, cheapest and cleanest way to meet our
energy needs, but it’s also a critical step to get-
ting to a future powered by 100% clean renew-
able energy as quickly as possible.

With the adverse impacts of climate change
that we see around us every day, we need every
solution we can get. Improved appliance effi-
ciency standards are one of those solutions and
can help us secure a cleaner, greener future for
ourselves and future generations.

Johanna Neumann of Amherst has spent
the past two decades working to protect our
air, water and open spaces, defend consumers
in the marketplace and advance a more sus-
tainable economy and democratic society. She
can be reached at columnists@gazettenet.com.
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MY TURN

By HOWARD R. WOLF

A playwright who lives in a small,
renovated barn in central Vermont
wrote recently to tell me how out of

place she felt when given a luxury suite in
Cannes for two weeks while serving as
the judge at a theater festi-
val.

“Felt as if I was trapped
in a Renoir painting and
longed for the shack in
Maine where I wrote my
first play,” she wrote.

I tried to put myself un-
der her Riviera beach um-
brella. Most writers do
their best early work in
cabins and cottages and retain an image of
those intimate spaces as icons of inspira-
tion.

Shakespeare’s half-timbered Tudor
home was large for his lifetime (1564-1616),
but cozy compared to a Palm Beach man-
sion.

Shakespeare’s near contemporary, the
aristocratic Montaigne (1533-1592), had a
tower built on his estate as a workroom
and library, an enclosed space not unlike
the mind as he thought of its shape.

The California poet Robinson Jeffers
lifted stones out of the sea at Big Sur and
built a tower as the proper place in which
to write.

Eugene O’Neill lived during his appren-
tice years in the Peaked Hill Life Saving
Station on a Provincetown dune.

Hemingway writes about his tiny first
Paris apartment on Rue Lemoine in “A
Moveable Feast” — “Up in that room I de-

cided that I would write one story about
each thing that I knew about.”

My grad school friend and writer,
Leonard Michaels (“City Boy”), lived in a
boarding house room in Ann Arbor so
small that he could warm the space in win-
ter by lighting a candle — “a good place to

begin,” he said.
What’s the connection between these

places and writing? Writers need to feel in
the act of writing that they are creating “a
world” that possesses the only reality —
an imagined world with clear outlines, not
unlike the space that surrounds them.

Milan Kundera uses the word “grapho-
mania” in his “The Book of Laughter and
Fo r g e t t i n g ” to describe the need of writers
in the act of composition to believe that
their imagined world — a useful delusion
— is the primary reality.

When the work is finished, they know
that their private reality is only a room in
the mind that needs to be given public ex-
posure for critical response. Their con-
fined space reminds them to be modest
about what they claim to know.

From the time of Shakespeare’s solilo-
quies — the birth of the self as we know it
— to the present, writers must believe in

the moment of writing that an individual
can post a unique version of Emily Dickin-
s o n’s “letter to the world.”

But when a “letter ” is finished, writers
look around and know that their words are
a moment’s inspiration. This modesty
helps the self-centered author to revise

hardened points of view.
Each act of writing is at
once a commitment to one
representation of reality
and then, a revision of it.

The study of literature in
its variety and complexity
has become a threat to
some apostles of the abso-
lute who would have us
pledge allegiance to their

one ideological flag.
This is one reason a literary education

is important in a democracy; it serves as a
defense against censorship and the demo-
nization of opposing points of view. Ben-
jamin Franklin knew how important a free
library system would be for a democratic
America if and when it separated from
England.

Freedom of speech means little if we
c a n’t read, think, write, and speak freely. A
writer ’s room is a symbol of those four
freedoms.

Howard R. Wolf is the co-author with
Roger J. Porter of “The Voice Within:
Reading and Writing Autobiography” and
his “A Writer in the University” will ap-
pear in Trajectorythis fall. He is emeritus
professor in the Department of English
(SUNY-Buffalo) and a graduate of
Amherst College. He lives in Amherst,
New York.

A WRITER’S SPACE
MY TURN

By TRICIA YACOVONE-BIAGI

I n the same week that Leominster
flooded and a September hurricane
threatened Cape Cod, more than two

dozen people, including elected and ap-
pointed officials and members of local envi-
ronmental, social, and educational organi-
zations, gathered at Shelburne’s Fellowship
Hall to pore over maps and climate data,
and identify ways to improve the town’s cli-
mate resilience.

The meeting was the major step in de-
veloping a Municipal Vulnerability Pre-
paredness (MVP) Plan through a grant
from the Department of Energy and Envi-
ronmental Affairs. Upon completion of the
plan, Shelburne will join more than 300
other municipalities in the state designated
as MVP Communities (resilient.mass.gov/
mvp/) and will be eligible to apply for MVP
action and other grants.

Participants at the invitation-only event
followed the Nature Conservancy’s Com-
munity Resilience Building matrix ,which
provides a structured format to sort
through and prioritize the town’s infras-
tructural, societal, and environmental
strengths and vulnerabilities. The last part

of the all-day meeting culminated in the pri-
oritization of items voted to be the most
critical for action.

The long list ranged from the sizing of
culverts and integrity of dams, to concerns
about incomplete communications net-
works and loss of evacuation routes, to the
presence of detrimental invasive species in
our forests and along our riversides, to the
area’s overall energy resilience and the vul-
nerability of older structures housing our
elders.

The questions raised about housing per-
fectly illustrate the depth and breadth of
the impacts from climate change in our
community and tap into the three core ar-
eas of infrastructure, society, and the envi-
ronment the matrix covers:

How do we make existing housing more
climate-resilient and energy-resilient in the
face of increasing storm intensity, rain vol-
ume, and extreme temperatures? How do
we help mitigate roof runoff from these
storms so that they don’t flood basements
and promote the growth of health-impact-
ing mold? What can we plant to help absorb
more precipitation into the ground? How do
we make housing more energy-resilient
and affordable so residents aren’t adversely

affected by the extreme heat and cold?
How can we protect our seniors from scam-
mers who provide less than adequate solu-
tions to this increasingly prevalent prob-
lem?

The diversity of the group at the meet-
ing served as a model of resilience plan-
ning and allowed for the vital exchange of
ideas and perspectives, so necessary to
solve the complex network of systems im-
pacted by the climate emergency. Only
through collective efforts such as this will
we build a community resilient enough to
withstand the worst of our changing cli-
mate.

That’s why in the coming weeks, Shel-
burne will be hosting a public listening ses-
sion to unveil the plan and seek input from
the community. We will be advertising the
event broadly, and welcome anyone with an
interest in or questions about community
resilience, our changing climate, or how to
help. In the meantime, please send any
questions, comments, or ideas about the
MVP process or Shelburne’s plan to shel-
burnemassmvp@gmail.com, and stay
tuned for updates.

Tricia Yacovone-Biagi is the MVP
grand liaison for the town of Shelburne.

Shelburne embarking on
careful road to climate resilience

MY TURN

What’s the connection between these places and
writing? Writers need to feel in the act of writing

that they are creating “a world” that possesses the
only reality — an imagined world with clear

outlines, not unlike the space that surrounds them.


