Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes - DRAFT
November 1, 2011

Members present 
Norman Davenport 




Stephen McCormick




Tom Miner




Allan Smith




Dave Thompson

Non-members

John Wheeler




Debbie Andrew

Meeting opened 7:38 PM.

Agreed we could hear letter from Raymond S. Hartman, 373 Little Mohawk Road (read by John Wheeler), expressing his concern about the Massaemet wind farm.  Letter put in Wind Farm file.  

Copy of draft minutes from October meeting given to everyone, small changes made.  Unanimous approval of October minutes.  

Two letters related to Mayhew steel, tabled to old business.  One letter from Boards of Selectmen of Shelburne and Buckland informing us of meeting on 2010 Community Development Grant.  Two letters regarding Massaemet Wind Farm from Jan Voorhis and James Boehmer.  Read and added to file.   
Building permits:







approved by
Ed Brady

336 Peckville Rd
construct a deck

TM
Brandin Trust

8 Severence St

new garage


TM

Gerald Dubosz
209 So. Shelburne Rd
addition to existing house
AS
Lindell Stratton
1000 Mohawk Trail
addition to existing house
TM
John & Sherry Taylor
10 Guy Manners Rd
new garage


SM

No wetlands issues, all approved.

Forest Cutting: none

New Business

Hiring consultants: Tom introduced the idea of adopting MGL Chapter 44, Section 53G that would allow ConCom to collect fees from applicants to hire consultants for particular projects.  There was general agreement on the need for this.  Tom will look into language that will make this ironclad.  Additional discussion on need to set up independent account for ConCom in accordance with Mass Law.  

Regulatory reform.  Mark Stinson sent links to new information, some of which will affect us.  One in particular is the bypass of normal procedures (e.g. local input by Con Com) for siting of new energy projects.  Agreed that bypassing local input was wrong for any type of project.  Allan and Tom will put together a letter we can sign next week.

Hurley- project completed.

Mayhew Steel could not be finished by Oct. 27, so Tom signed extension that allows them to do work until Dec. 28.  Letters received from Tighe and Bonde and DEP describing high lead levels that were found at site (49,000 ppm in 100 cubic yards).  
Lee property could also not finish their emergency repairs, so Tom signed extension.  
Gamache RDA.  Town has decided not to buy property, so Mr. Gamache may want to move forward.  Hearing continued.  

Other business

ZBA will reconvene meeting on Nov. 17, planning board Nov. 9.    

Massaemett Windfarm Project
9:00 - 9:40
Alan and Norm moved to audience side of room.

Discussed our general impressions of the site visit and the possible wetland issues on the site.  Agreed that the lack of concrete information on siting of individual turbines and wetland delineations will make it difficult to come to any firm conclusions regarding influence on wetlands.  However, it seems likely that some filing will be necessary (RDA or NOI), if for no other reason than that a project of this scale will likely have some impact.    The current track of the construction road crosses a perennial stream.  There are possible unseen wetlands and vernal pools, but the steep gradient of the site makes it unlikely there are extensive wetlands.   However, this steep gradient will also make it imperative that the road construction is done in such a manner as to minimize run-off and possible damage to wetlands below the site.    
Ms. Andrew was asked if she had any input.  Stated that in addition to enforcing the Wetlands Protection Act, Con Com has a mandate to protect and preserve natural resources.  Ms. Andrew read a letter of her concerns of the wind project, listing several possible negative consequences on wildlife and the local community.  Her letter was added to the file.
Agreed that a separate meeting on Nov. 8 should be held to compose our advice to the ZBA for their hearing on Nov. 17.  McCormick stated that he would write a short draft in advance of the meeting.  

Massaemet portion ended.  Meeting adjourned at 9:42.
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