Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes

February 10, 2014
Memorial Hall

7:00 pm
Call to Order: Chairman Judd called the meeting to order.  Other members present: Robert Manners.  John Payne was away on vacation.

Acceptance of Meeting Minutes: Bob brought forth a motion to accept the minutes of January 27, 2014 as presented.  Joe seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Noteworthy News:

Arms Library is hosting an evening with Ken Burns on Wednesday, February 12th at 7:00 pm in Memorial Hall.  Mr. Burns will share clips from his newest documentary featuring: “The Roosevelts.”  Tickets are $25.00.  Prior to the presentation, there will be a reception in the Arms Library at 6:00pm where participants can meet Mr. Burns.  Tickets for the reception are $100.

Department Liaison Reports:

Town Office – Technology consultant, Bill Hogue will install a centralized data backup system in the Town Office on Tuesday, February 11, 2014.

Highway – the crew continues to work on maintenance related issues while they await the next storm.  Joe is meeting with Mark Shippee this week to review the proposed FY’15 budget and to discuss other department related concerns.

Public Comment:  None

OLD BUSINESS:

Proposed Police Department Relocation – There was nothing new to report.

West County Food Pantry – the Board is waiting to receive a draft agreement from the West County Food Pantry representatives.  In the meantime, Joe will schedule final air quality testing with Mike Feeney from the Department of Public Health.
Arms Library Restoration RE: Town’s Funding Proposal – Bob suggested waiting to see what the FY’15 budget looks like before recommending an amount for appropriation.

Pratt Lula Repair – Joe reported that Garventa USA made a site visit last week to assess the LULA.  Following their assessment, they suggested replacing a valve and associated hoses.  Estimated costs for suggested repair are in excess of $5,000.  Eagle Elevator has made (4) site visits to assess the lift since it became inoperable and they recommend adjusting the valve(s) first before replacing them.  Joe has agreed to have Eagle Elevator return on Tuesday to adjust the valves with the hopes that it remedies the problem.
Acceptance of Franklin County Regional Housing & Redevelopment Authority’s Revolving Loan Agreement – Despite the Selectmen’s decision not to participate in the Housing Rehabilitation Revolving Loan Program, the Housing & Redevelopment Authority will continue to be responsible for servicing Community Development Block Grant loans made to homeowners in Shelburne.  The agreement establishes policy and nominal fees for this activity.  Selectboard member John Payne noted in an email dated February 7th that the agreement is acceptable and ready for the Select Board’s approval.  Bob presented a motion to accept the Housing Rehabilitation Revolving Loan Servicing Agreement as presented.  Joe seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

NEW BUSINESS:

Girl Scout Troop 11340 RE: Request to Sell Cookies – Laura Looman, Troop 11340 Leader requested permission to establish a Girl Scout Cookie Booth at the Charlemont/Shelburne Transfer Station on February 15, 2014 and the Shelburne Highway Garage on February 23, 2014.  The Troop has submitted a letter of request to the Charlemont Board of Selectmen is awaiting their response.  Both Bob and Joe were supportive of the request but wanted to emphasize the need for safety near the Colrain-Shelburne Road location.  Joe will speak with the Highway Superintendent about loaning the Troop some traffic cones so that they are visible.  Following the discussion, Bob presented a motion to approve the request, Joe seconded the motion.  Motion passed.
Department of Revenue RE: Notification of Free Cash Approval – The Department of Revenue has certified Shelburne’s free cash amounts as follows:


General Fund:  $288,871

Sewer Enterprise Fund:  $103,321

Award of Contract for Highland Village Sidewalks & Sears Street Phase II – A bid opening was held on January 16, 2014 for the FY’13 CDBG Infrastructure Projects – Highland Village Sidewalk Replacement and Sears Street Reconstruction, Phase II.  The Town received nine (9) bids.  Weston & Sampson Engineers, after review of the bid submittals, recommends that the contracts for these two projects be award to the low bidder, Borges Construction in the amount of $361,821.75.  Bob presented a motion to award Borges Construction of Ludlow, MA in the amount of $361,821.75.  Joe seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

CORRESPONDENCE: None

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

ADJOURNMENT:  Bob presented a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:25 pm.  Joe seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Respectfully submitted,

Terry Mosher

Town Administrator

