Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes

May 5, 2014
        Memorial Hall

7:00 pm
Call to Order: Chairman Judd called the meeting to order.  Other members present: John Payne.  Member, Bob Manners arrived at 7:15 pm.

Acceptance of Meeting Minutes: John presented a motion to accept the minutes of April 16, 2014 as written.  Joe seconded the motion.  Motion passed.

Noteworthy News:

The Franklin County Cooperative Public Health Service received grant funding that will provide 100 free tick tests to member towns.  Shelburne is entitled to 40 tests.  For more information, please visit www.TickReport.com and follow the simple instructions under “test a tick.”

Candidates Night – The Shelburne Senior Center will host a Candidate’s night on Tuesday, May 13th at 7pm.

Department Liaison’s Report:

The Police Department has seen an increase in activity in recent weeks.

The Highway Department is conducting routine spring maintenance on town roadways.

Town Office staff is preparing for town meeting and town elections.

Public Comment: None

7:05 pm Board of Assessor’s RE: Appraisal of Trans Canada Hydro Dam #2 – Assessor’s Jim Richardson and Alan Coutinho appeared before the Board seeking permission to contract with Kitchell Lee of BCI Appraisal/Berkshire Cascade to complete an appraisal of Trans Canada’s Deerfield #2 Dam that spans from Shelburne to Conway.  Cost of the appraisal is $4,700. Trans Canada has filed for an abatement alleging “double taxation.”  Shelburne Assessor’s last appraisal of the dam was 1995.  The Assessor’s obtained three quotes and BCI Appraisal/Berkshire Cascade represents the most competitive price.  The Assessor’s believe that an up-to-date appraisal will be in the best interests of the Town should the matter go before the Appellate Tax Board.  The Assessor’s must act on the abatement request on or before June 30, 2014.  Selectboard members were dismayed that the Assessor’s had not appraised one of the town’s largest taxpayer’s properties in almost 20 years.  Following a brief discussion, John presented a motion to accept the Assessor’s recommendation to hire BCI Appraisal/Berkshire Cascade in the amount of $4,700 providing that the Board receive satisfactory feedback from Attorney MacNicol.  Joe seconded the motion.  Motion passed.
7:15 pm Dzogchen Community of Conway and Buckland RE: July 8th Event - Lauri Marder and Vern Barringer appeared before the Board to discuss plans for a free dance and yoga performance on Tuesday, July 8th at 5:00 pm on Deerfield Ave.  The event would last for approximately one hour and they anticipate no more than thirty (30) participants.  While they see no need to close the street, they would like to block off parking spaces adjacent to the former Mole Hollow building in advance of their event.  Board members were supportive of the event however, before granting approval, they suggested that the two consult with Chief Walker to ensure that all aspects of public safety are addressed. 
7:30 pm Tiffany Pentz, La luncheonette, 8 Bridge Street  RE: Carry-In Alcoholic Beverages Permit – Tiffany Pentz appeared before the Board seeking a license that would allow patrons to bring beer and wine into her café upon invitation.  She envisions hosting a once a month pop up dinner as well as Saturday and Sunday brunches.  She has had prior experience as a bartender and believes that she and her business partner will be diligent and responsible when serving patrons.  Bob presented a motion to approve the Carry-In Alcoholic Beverages Permit providing that Tiffany completes the TIPS Alcohol Certification course.  John seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.
7:45 pm Angela Griswold, The Village Restaurant, 43 Bridge Street RE: Carry-In Alcoholic Beverages Permit – Angela appeared before the Board seeking a license that would allow patrons to carry bring beer and wine into the restaurant for consumption while dining.  Angela and two of her staff have completed the on-line TIPS Certification course.  Angela hopes that the “Carry In” provision will serve as a temporary measure until she is able to apply for a full fledged license.  John presented a motion to grant The Village Restaurant a “Carry In” Alcoholic Beverages Permit.  Bob seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.
OLD BUSINESS:

Proposed Police Department Relocation – Representatives of the Jehovah property have declined both offers to purchase the Mohawk Trail property.  John will continue to work with the Chief to identify other potential locations.

Hazard Mitigation Grant Program RE: Purchase of Portable Generator – The Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency has forwarded Shelburne’s grant application to the Federal Emergency Management Agency for their final review and funding determination.  Although the notification does not represent an official grant award, it is an indication that the Town may receive funding.

MTRHSD Capital Budget – While Board members are supportive of stewardship of school buildings, they are not in favor of supporting the newest three-phase capital plan for the high school.  They feel that the District presented the plan last minute and does not contain enough detail given the estimated costs.
New England Fire & Security, Inc. – Terry obtained a quote in the amount of $880.00 for the purchase and installation of a digital dialer that will automatically call the Fire Department or Dispatch Center in the event of a fire.  Before accepting the proposal, the Board asked Terry to seek two additional quotes.

NEW BUSINESS:

Cub Scouts Pack 85 RE: 4th of July Parade – John presented a motion to approve a parade permit request submitted by Steven Finck on behalf of Cub Scouts Pack 85.  Bob seconded the motion.  The parade will line up at 10:30 am at the Buckland Maintenance Yard on Conway Street in Greenfield.  The parade will begin at 11:30 am and end at the Buckland Shelburne Elementary School at noon.

Noah Grunberg RE: Disclosure of Appearance of Conflict of Interest – The Zoning Board of Appeals will conduct a public hearing on May 8th at 7:30 pm in Memorial Hall at the request of Stefan Topolski who seeks to obtain a special permit so to operate a home-based business at property located at 111 Bridge Street.   ZBA member, Noah Grunberg disclosed that he is a patient of Dr. Topolski and has seen him twice in a three year period.  After reviewing the facts, the Board agreed that Noah could participate in the hearing process in an objective and fair manner.  Bob presented the motion, John seconded the motion, motion passed unanimously.
Appointment of Christopher Pettengill as Reserve Officer – John met with Chris and believes that he will make a fine addition to the department.  Joe indicated that he has known Chris since a young boy.  Following the discussion, John presented a motion to appoint Chris. Bob seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.
May 19th Selectmen’s Meeting – Elections fall on the Select board’s next scheduled meeting night and John Payne is away therefore, the Board will not meet on May 19th unless necessary.

Buckland Recreation Committee RE: May 31st Boot Drive – Bob presented a motion to approve a request presented by members of the Buckland Recreation Committee to hold a “Boot Drive” at the end of the Iron Bridge (on the Shelburne side) on Saturday, May 31, 2014 from 9:00am until noon.  The motion is contingent upon the Police Chief’s review and providing that appropriate safety measures are in place.  John seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

OTHER BUSINESS:

Part-time Van Driver Senior Center – Following a brief discussion, Bob presented a motion to authorize the Senior Center Director to post a part-time Van Driver position internally in accordance with the town’s personnel policies.  John seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.
CORRESPONDENCE: None

PUBLIC COMMENT: None

ADJOURNMENT: Bob presented a motion to adjourn at 9:00 pm.  John seconded the motion.  Motion passed unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,

Terry Mosher

Town Administrator

