Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes
October 19, 2015
     Memorial Hall   7:00 pm

Call to Order: Bob Manners called the meeting to order.  Other members present: Joe Judd and Andrew Baker. 
Media Present: None.

Acceptance of Minutes: Joe moved to accept the minutes of October 5, 2015.  Andrew seconded the motion which carried unanimously.

Noteworthy News: 
Andrew attended an FRTA meeting where he learned there will soon be a stop for Peter Pan Bus in town.  More information on fares and scheduling to come in the near future. 

Andrew will be hosting a public meeting Thursday, October 22, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Selectmen’s Meeting Room regarding solar power.

Joe reported the board will soon be involved in a meeting with Stephen Kulik and Roger Hatch, a representative from the DOE, to discuss minimum contributions to school and the formula used.

Joe moved to sponsor the municipal event to educate town representatives about minimum contributions from towns for schools.  Andrew seconded the motion which carried unanimously.

Bob noted Amtrak passenger rail will be coming through town on Oct. 24 and 25 as part of a foliage tour the will go through the Hoosac Tunnel on it’s way to Albany and back to Franklin County.

Liaison Reports:

Highway Dept.: Bob said the department looked at damaged generator at Mt. Massamet that provides back-up power to the town-wide repeater system for police and fire.  Bob authorized $1,000 from the Highway Dept. account to pay for the repair.

Paving will take place on Colrain/Shelburne Rd. and Brook Rd. this week.

Memorial Hall: Andrew reported that the town’s audit report will be forth coming.  He and the town administrator will review the report; meet with Town Office employees to discuss deficiencies, and determine how to make improvements.
Police Dept.: Joe said the department is prepared for Halloween activities. 
Public Comment: None.
Appointments:

7:15 p.m. – Board of Assessors RE: FY’16 Tax Classification Hearing: Following a short discussion with Assessors, Joe made a motion to approve their recommendation for a single tax rate for FY’16.  Tax percentage shares will be Residential, 77%, Open Space, 0%, Commercial, 10.84%, Industrial, 3.2%, and Personal Property 8.5%.  Andrew seconded the motion which carried unanimously.
Old Business: 
MIIA Rewards Grant: The board is still reviewing ideas and options and will continue the discussion at the next board meeting.  Suggestions have included a plug-in generator for the Cowell Gymnasium and lighted highway message boards.

Sale of 2001 Ford Expedition: Topic on hold until the next meeting. Joe would like to discuss the offer with Chief Walker.

FRCOG Community Compact Program: The Town Administrator Terry Narkewicz has recommended the town look into using the potential funds to support the town’s IT in regards to securing data, passwords, a disaster recovery plan, transparency, and a more user-friendly town website.  Joe said he would like to bring the idea of a new Senior Center and shared police dept. (Shelburne/Buckland) into the mix in regards to consultants/feasibility studies.  Andrew would like to explore economic development in the downtown area especially in regards to vacant or unused properties.

The board voted to have Terry move forward with seeking the funds to support the town’s IT needs at the Oct. 5 meeting.  However, the board is still reviewing options regarding what else may be sought from the Community Compact Program.

GSFABA RE: Use of Electricity Source on Bridge St. for Moonlight Magic: Based on a January, 2014 discussion and decision, the board requested Andrew inform the GSFABA the town’s electrical system is unable to support any additional usage nor is there funding to upgrade at this time and the business association should seek alternate resources. 

Letter to MTRSD RE: Regional School Agreement: Following a lengthy discussion of the content of letters generated by Bob and Andrew, it was determined Joe will collaborate with Bob and Andrew on a re-write.  The board will vote on the letter at their next meeting.
New Business:

Resolution to Become an Intervenor in the Tennessee Gas Pipeline Project: Following a short discussion, Joe made a motion to accept and sign the resolution at hand to be an Intervenor once the Tennessee Gas Pipeline files a formal application.  Andrew seconded the motion which carried unanimously.

Sample “Intervenor” Agreement for the Board/Pipeline Committee to Review: The board will review the agreement and see if there are any revisions they would like to make.  The board will vote on the agreement at the Nov. 2 selectmen’s meeting.
Reviewing 2016 Licensing Fees: Board members noted licensing fees had not been adjusted for the past five years.  Andrew suggested a two percent per year raise totaling 10 percent on licensing fees.  The board will vote on the fees at their next meeting.

Cemetery Commission RE: Appointment of Judy Tedesco & Beverly Neeley: Joe said he is the non-official liaison to the cemetery and strongly recommended the two candidates.  Joe made a motion to accept the recommendation of the Cemetery Commission to appoint Judy Tedesco and Beverly Neeley to the Commission.  Andrew seconded the motion which carried unanimously.

Thanksgiving & Christmas Holidays: Joe made a motion to authorize the day after Thanksgiving, November 27, and December 24 as additional town employee holidays this year.  Andrew seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  

VFW Rag Shag Parade Request Oct. 31, 2015 at 5:00 p.m.: Joe said the police will provide an officer for the event.  Joe made a motion to approve the VFW Rag Shag parade request for Oct. 31, 2015, at 5:00 p.m.  Andrew seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 
Any Other Business: 
Letter of Resignation from Lowell Laporte, Voting ZBA Member: Joe made a motion to accept Lowell Laporte’s resignation from the ZBA with regret.  Andrew seconded the motion which carried unanimously

Correspondence: 
Kathleen O’Rourke RE: School Zone Safety on Mechanic Street: Joe reported the police have responded and have been monitoring the area more heavily.

Town of Ashfield RE: Decision to Decline FRCOG’s Request to Financially Support Pipeline Mitigation Process: Courtesy letter to the town. 
Public Comment: None.
Adjournment: Andrew presented a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:58 p.m.  Joe seconded the motion which carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Cris Carl
