Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes
November 2, 2015
    Memorial Hall   7:05 pm

Call to Order: Bob Manners called the meeting to order.  Other members present: Joe Judd and Andrew Baker. 
Media Present: Recorder, Shelburne Falls & West County Independent.

Acceptance of Minutes: Andrew moved to accept the minutes of October 19, 2015.  Joe seconded the motion which carried unanimously.

Noteworthy News: 
Andrew reported FRTA still working with MASSDOT on Peter Pan stop in Shelburne.

Joe reported a positive outcome of a meeting with MTRSD members and a member of the Buckland Finance Committee during a walk-around at the elementary school.  In reviewing the property Joe noted the school owned more property than he thought.  There was a conversation about possibly building a new band shell and moving the old one.  Joe indicated there is a lot of planning that would need to take place and it is likely to take two to three years to come to fruition. 

Bob made note that the State drink is cranberry juice.

The Shelburne Falls Art Walk will take place Nov. 7 from 4 to 8 p.m.

Liaison Reports:

Highway Dept.: Bob reported the department will be installing arrow signs/curve signs on Brook Rd.  Bob also said Eversource took videos of Taylor Rd., Zara Fiske Rd., and Bardwells Ferry Rd. and determined they were responsible for the damage to the roads. Eversource has agreed to pay for paving and repair a triangular portion of the road in that area.

Sewer Commission: Bob said the commission has been renewed and is working on some issues.  Bob said they will be working on articles for Town Meeting.

Police Dept.: Joe said Halloween went well and there were no problems.

Assessors: Andrew reported they have one application for the assessor’s assistant position and will be interviewing the applicant in the near future.

Public Comment: Carmela Lanza-Weil executive director of the GSFABA made note they will not be using the LED lights they have for the holidays on the garlands but rather on trees.

Mike Duffy of the Technology Committee said the Comcast representative who was supposed to attend their Nov. 4 meeting canceled and plans to reschedule.

Appointments:

7:15 p.m. – Bill Barry, Consultant RE: FY’16 Tax Rate Setting Update: Bill reported various aspects of the tax rate setting process noting the average single family home was assessed at eight-tenths of one percent higher this year.  The cost to operate the town is $4.3 million.  The projected tax rate will be $14.46, a 57 cent increase over last year which will translate to approximately $164 greater for the average single family home owner in FY’16.  The board commended Bill on his work and Joe said he was proud that the town has maintained one of the lowest tax rates in the county (fourth lowest).

Old Business: 
MIIA Rewards Grant: Having mulled ideas for several weeks Joe made a motion to direct Town Administrator Terry Narkewicz to move forward with a MIAA Rewards Grant with a priority of receiving funding for flashing message boards and a second priority of a generator connection at Cowell’s Gymnasium.  Andrew seconded the motion which carried unanimously. 

Sale of 2001 Ford Expedition: Joe made a motion to accept the offer of $200 from Jared bellows for a 2001 Ford Expedition.  Andrew seconded the motion.  The motion carried with two affirmative votes and one abstention (Bob). 
FRCOG Community Compact Program: Joe made a motion to move forward with requesting funds from the Community Compact Program, with the first priority being best practices for IT for the town and a second priority to seek funds for economic development.  Terry will generate the proper paperwork and follow up with FCRCOG.  Andrew seconded the motion which carried unanimously.

Letter to MTRSD RE: Regional School Agreement: Joe made a motion to send out the letter developed by all three board members to MTRSD as printed.  Andrew seconded the motion which carried unanimously.

Review of 2016 Liquor License Fees: Following a recommendation from Terry, Andrew made a motion to increase liquor license fees by ten percent.  Joe seconded the motion which carried unanimously.

Sample “Intervenor” Agreement for the Board/Pipeline Committee to Review: The board will continue to review and will revisit at their next meeting.  The board is seeking input from the pipeline committee before proceeding.  Bob will send the Committee an email requesting input.

New Business:

Dept. of Revenue RE: Free Cash Certification of $249,285: The board was happy with the announcement. 
The Salvation Army RE: Kettle Campaign: The board supported the request to have ringers outside Keystone Market (which was approved by the owner) on Nov. 28, Dec. 5, and Dec. 12 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Draft Memorandum of Understanding between Trinity Church & Town of Shelburne RE: community Clothes Closet @ Cowell Gymnasium: Board will review and take up at their next meeting.  Andrew would like to see an exit clause included.

ABCC RE: Declaration of Seasonal Population Change as of July, 2016: Board agreed with ABCC’s conclusions about population flux (never more than 100 residents moving in or out at a time) at varying times of year and signed off on their letter noting as such.

Award Breezeway Farm Consulting (the sole proposer) – Contract for Grant Administration Services for 2015 Community Development Block Grant: Town Administrator recommended acceptance.  Joe made a motion to accept the proposal as presented.  Andrew seconded the motion which carried unanimously.

One Day Pouring License for Wheeler Farm for Cider Days Nov. 7: Joe made a motion to allow the request as the owners are awaiting a state licensure which is imminent.  Andrew seconded the motion which carried unanimously.  Owners will follow up with Terry for all appropriate contingencies.  

Any Other Business

Traffic Safety & Planning Detour Routes: In response to the recent roll-over tractor trailer accident on Rt. 2 which blocked the highway for 12 hours Bob would like to see a collaboration of the town’s Emergency Planning Commission to better plan for the future in the even of similar incidents.  

Solarize Massachusetts Program: Following a lengthy presentation from Andrew and John Walsh in response to the strong showing of residents (27) to a recent talk Andrew led on solar power; Joe made a motion to support moving forward with a solarization project for the town.  In addition, the motion includes the forming of a Solar Committee and support for creating partnerships with neighboring towns to achieve best outcomes for the project.  Andrew seconded the motion which carried unanimously.

Correspondence: 
MTRSD Proposed Budget Schedule & Capital Plan Update: Joe stated he has been attending the meetings.

FRCOG Training on Joint Use Agreements & Policies, Nov. 18, 5:30 p.m., Greenfield Planning Dept.

Public Comment: None.

Adjournment: Joe presented a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:10 p.m. Andrew seconded the motion which carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted,

Cris Carl

