
TOWN OF SHELBURNE
Minutes OF MEETING

Zoning Board of Appeals
Thursday, April 4, 2013
A duly posted meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Town of Shelburne MA was held at 7:00 PM in the Town Hall Meeting Room, 51 Bridge St., Shelburne Falls on April 4, 2013.
Purpose:  Regular Monthly Meeting and a Public Hearing on a Special Permit Request by National Grid
Present:   Joe Palmeri, Chair

Ted Merrill

Lowell Laporte
John Taylor, Clerk
Mike Parry
Liz Kidder, Administrative Assistant

Absent:  None
Audience:  Elizabeth Mason, Kenneth Dawes, Ayo Osimboni, Judi Truesdell,  Deb Coutinho, Richard Hillman, 
Robert Bassett
The meeting was called to order at 7:14pm.
Introductions:  Joe welcomed Mike Parry as the newest member of the Board. 
7:15 PM Joe recessed the meeting and opened the Public Hearing  to consider an application for a special permit submitted  by New England Power Company, d/b/a National Grid (NEP/NG), to upgrade its Deerfield #4 Substation located at 232 Main Street (Route 112) in Shelburne, MA.    8:20 PM  The public hearing was closed.
8:21 PM Joe reopened the monthly meeting of the Board.

The Board discussed the results of the Public Hearing concerning the New England Power requests.

John Taylor moved that the Board grant a special permit to New England Power Co., d/b/a National Grid, relative to the application dated Feb. 27, 2013 and the attachments thereof under bylaw Section. 5.2 Note (d) to allow for the installation of a 50 foot tall 3 pole utility transmission structure at its Deerfield No. 4 substation located at 232 Main St. Shelburne. Subject to the following conditions:
1.  that the applicant will conduct a follow-up audible survey (sound study), in similar fashion to the study dated April 25, 2011 which is part of this application, to demonstrate that there is no increase above the levels recorded in said survey within 60 days of the in service date of the new transformer at the same two locations as in the April 2011 survey and the applicant will notify the abutters 48 hours in advance of the testing, and
2.  the applicant will comply with the order of conditions issued by the Conservation Commission, and

3. under normal circumstances that exterior work will be carried out between the hours of 7am and 7pm, however, if operations are necessary beyond those hours and under operational extenuating circumstances the applicant must notify the abutters and the ZBA at zoning@townofshelburne.com.
Seconded by Ted Merrill.

Voting to approve: Joe Palmeri, John Taylor, Theodore Merrill, Lowell Leporte, Michael Parry

Opposed: None.

Abstentions: None. 

John Taylor moved that the Board find under section 10.1.2 under the Town of Shelburne Zoning Bylaws that the work by New England Power Co., d/b/a National Grid to upgrade its No. 4 substation and associated transmission lines at 232 Main St., Shelburne, in accordance with the application dated February 27, 2013, will not be substantially more detrimental to the neighborhood than the existing facility based upon our findings and the issuance of the associated special permit. Seconded by Ted. 

Voting to approve: Joe Palmeri, John Taylor, Theodore Merrill, Lowell Leporte, Michael Parry

Opposed: None.

Abstentions: None. 

In reference to the proposed gravel driveway, Joe asked for NEP/NG to submit stamped plan showing the driveway design.  Ms. Mason said she would get one to the Board.

Theodore Merrill moved that the ZBA grant a variance under section 15.2.1.2 of the Town of Shelburne Zoning Bylaws to New England Power Co., d/b/a National Grid, to upgrade its No. 4 substation and associated transmission lines at 232 main St., Shelburne to authorize a variance on the sideyard setback dimensions Section 5.2  Note (c), the dimensional schedule, to allow for a new access driveway as shown on plans No. H-102-242-A dated 11/28/12 subject to the following conditions:
1.  the applicant will comply with the order of conditions issued by the Conservation Commission, and,
2.  that the said driveway will not be used for parking and so posted.  

Seconded by Michael Parry.
Voting to approve: Joe Palmeri, John Taylor, Theodore Merrill, Lowell Leporte, Michael Parry

Opposed: None.

Abstentions: None. 

Read and Approve Minutes: No minutes for review tonight.  Lowell will bring the 2/7/2013 minutes from the last meeting to the next meeting in May.
Mail: The Board reviewed mail that had been received in the last month.

New Business:
Review Greenfield Saving Banks Special Permit Revisions:  Joe Palmeri noted for the record that he was recusing himself from any discussions or decisions in regards to this matter due to a conflict of interest with the Greenfield Savings Bank.  The rest of the board reviewed a March 8, 2013 email sent by Jim Cerone, Building Inspector:   “John, The Greenfield Savings Bank scope of work has been significantly reduced. I have attached the lower floor plan, and am asking Joe to send you what he has for the first floor. Please let me know if your board is ok with us issuing the permit based on your first decision. Thanks”
The board reviewed the new and old plans for the Greenfield Savings Bank renovations.  The Board decided to invite the applicant and their architect to present their new plans at our next meeting in May.  It was suggested seek clarification from the building inspector as to which conditions of the earlier special permit he wants the board to address.
Based upon the inquiry of the Building Inspectors office the ZBA voted to have the Greenfield Savings Bank  make a request to the Board to amend our original finding.  Moved by Ted Merrill and seconded by John Taylor.
Voting to approve: John Taylor, Theodore Merrill, Lowell Laporte, Michael Parry.

Opposed: None.

Abstentions: Joe Palmeri.

Old Business:
Update on joint effort by ZBA and Planning Board to prepare needed revisions to zoning bylaw initiated during Sept. 13, 2012 joint meeting.  John reported on the Planning Board public hearing that was held on April 3rd.  The Planning Board is seeking a one-year extension to the Shelburne wind moratorium so that the Wind Advisory Committee and the Planning Board can finish their work to develop a wind power bylaw.  They are also proposing to submit the revisions to the Cell Tower bylaw prepared by the ZBA and additional revisions suggested as an out-growth of the Sept. 2012 joint meeting of the boards.  These proposed revisions are being sent to Town Counsel for review prior to Town Meeting.  The only proposal that is not proceeding is a proposed moratorium on Medical Marijuana Treatment Centers.

Other Business not reasonably foreseen 48 hours prior to the meeting: none presented.
Public Comments: none presented.
Schedule next meeting:  Thursday, May 2nd, 2013   7:00pm.
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Lowell, seconded by Ted. 

Voting to approve: Joe Palmeri, John Taylor, Theodore Merrill, Lowell Leporte, Michael Parry

Opposed: None.

Abstentions: None. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00PM.
Respectfully submitted by,

Liz Kidder

Administrative Assistant

Approved: _____________________ Date: __________________ 1

