
TOWN OF SHELBURNE, MA

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

MEETING MINUTES APRIL 29, 2021
A duly posted meeting of the Shelburne Zoning Board of Appeals was held via Zoom, on April 29, 2021.
Members Present: Noah Grunberg, Michael Parry, Chris Macek, Eric Lucentini, John Taylor
Administrative Assistant: Faye Whitney

Members Absent: Joe Palmeri
Guests: Jim Wallace, Joan Greenfield, Richard Muller, Margaret Muller, Per Brandin, Michael Aleo, Cynthia Boettner, Brock Cutting, Sue Reed, Stefan Topolski, Jacqui Goodman, Andrew Quient, Bob Higgins, Paul ?, John Walsh, Kevin Parsons, Kate Whittaker, Joe Palmeri, Robin Logan, Tatyana Feasey, Liz Kidder, Christin Couture, Andrew Baker, Tom Kuklinski
Chair pro temp Noah Grunberg called the meeting to order at 7:53 p.m.

The only topic to be discussed was the Andrew Quient Special Permit application. The Board was reminded that the deliberation was on the plan submitted on April 28, 2021, known as Plan D.
The Board first considered the requirements of Shelbunre Zoning Bylaw Section 7 – Home Based Business.
The proposed business is clearly an accessory use. The size of the accessory building is less than 50% of the gross floor area of the residence. The business will be owned and operated by the owner/resident of the dwelling. No changes will be made to the appearance of the dwelling. An existing sign will be used and that sign is allowed by the existing bylaws. Since the business will be aby appointment only, the volume of traffic is not expected to significantly increase. Adequate off-street parking will be provided, which does not interfere with the setbacks. Nothing has been mentioned to indicate that there will be any noise, water, or light pollution. This business will not pose an unreasonable hazard to abutters, vehicles, or pedestrians. 

The Board discussed the criteria for a Special Permit. The bulk of the neighbors are supportive of having another craftsperson in the neighborhood. Vehicular and pedestrian safety concerns have been satisfied. There is adequate parking for an appointment only business. There will be no undue stress on public utilities. This business will not increase employment but the addition of the studio will increase the tax base. The Conservation Commission had reviewed and approved the prior plan, regarding runoff. That Commission will be asked to approve the revised plan, which appears to be less intrusive than the prior plan. All proposed signage is well within the guidelines of Section 9.3.1.7 of the Shelburne Zoning Bylaws.
A motion was made by John Taylor and seconded by Michael Parry, that the Board vote to grant approval of the proposed project, under Shelburne Zoning Bylaws Section 7.5 to Andrew Quient to operate a pottery studio at 121 Bridge Street, specific to the plan, labeled Plan D, submitted at the April 29, 2021 public hearing. It is the Board’s understanding that the applicant will comply with all sections of Shelburne Zoning Bylaw Section 7.5 and the following conditions: 


1) The structure will have the residential appearance as depicted in the submitted drawing labeled Design C North; 


2) The permit is granted personally to Andrew Quient during his ownership and residence at 121 Bridge Street and is not transferrable to third parties;


3) In addition to the existing sign, no additional signage is allowed other than that indicating “by appointment” and a phone number;


4) A screening of parking spaces must be provided along the westerly property line from the rear of the existing garage extending twenty (20) feet to the north of the parking spaces. Any additional screening is at the discretion of the applicant.


5) Should fencing be installed on the north side of the property it must provide unobstructed visibility consistent with vehicular and pedestrian traffic safety on Bridge Street and the adjoining sidewalk;


6) The applicant must review his revised plans with and receive approval from the Shelburne Conservation Commission.
Voting in Support of motion: Macek, Grunberg, Lucentini, Parry, Taylor

      
 Opposed:    None

      
 Abstentions: None


Motion passed: 5-0-0
At 9:35 p.m. a motion was made by Michael, seconded by John, to adjourn the meeting.


Voting in Support of motion: Chris, Noah, Eric, Michael, John
      
 Opposed:    None

      
 Abstentions: None


Motion passed: 5-0-0

Respectfully submitted,

Faye Whitney, Administrative Assistant
Document List
Plan submitted on April 28, known as Plan D

Letter from Atty. Kevin Parsons

Letter from Susan Barry

Letter from Carol Angus


