
TOWN OF SHELBURNE, MA

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

MEETING MINUTES MARCH 17, 2022
A duly posted meeting of the Shelburne Zoning Board of Appeals was held via Zoom, on March 17, 2022.
Members Present: Joe Palmeri, Michael Parry, Eric Lucentini, Chris Macek (arrived 7:07 p.m.), Noah Grunberg (arrived 7:12 p.m.)
Administrative Assistant: Faye Whitney

Members Absent: John Taylor
Guests: Lewis Goodnow, Jon Wyman
Chair Joe Palmeri called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

A motion was made by Michael, seconded by Eric, to approve the meeting minutes of October 7, 2021.

Voting in Support of motion: Michael, Joe, Eric
       
Opposed:    None
       
Abstentions: None

Motion passed 3-0-0
A motion was made by Michael, seconded by Eric, to approve the Kuklinski hearing minutes of October 7, 2021.


Voting in Support of motion: Michael, Joe, Eric, Chris
       
Opposed:    None

       
Abstentions: None

Motion passed 4-0-0

A motion was made by Michael, seconded by Eric, to approve the meeting  minutes of December 9, 2021.


Voting in Support of motion: Michael, Joe, Eric, Chris
       
Opposed:    None

       
Abstentions: None

Motion passed 4-0-0

Jon Wyman met with the Board to discuss proposed renovations to the Historical Society building, which was formerly Arms Academy. The Society wants to make the first floor of the building handicap accessible. This would include creating handicap accessible bathrooms. The Severance Street side of the building has too many levels. A ramp and two lifts would be needed. Renovating from the Maple Street side would mean entering at grade and installing one wheelchair lift giving access to the first floor and the bathrooms. It would be much less expensive. However, the deed shows that the Society has only 15 feet of property on that side, meaning the addition of the wheelchair lift would be right on the property line. A variance would be needed or the town would need to deed more property to the Historical Society. The Town currently owns the land all around the building.  Another option would be to install an elevator at a cost of perhaps $25,000. 
Joe felt making changes to the Severance Street side of the historic building could cause community pushback while making the changes on the Maple Street side would not change the look of the building. Eric noted that this project would be making a public building ADA compliant and consistent with the law. The town could deed more property to the Historical Society, but that would require a Town Meeting vote.

At 7:46 p.m. the meeting was recessed for the purpose of a public hearing for Lewis Goodnow.
The meeting resumed at 8:22 p.m.

The Board decided not to discuss the Planning Board’s proposed changes to the bylaws but planned to ask questions at the upcoming public hearing on April 5.
The Board decided to deliberate on the Goodnow application. The proposed change is substantial, but the building is in poor shape now and a renovation is a positive move. Parking could be an issue, but all parking areas are within the control of the applicant. The Board could only see positive outcomes to the planned renovation and small addition and could not see how it could be detrimental to the neighborhood.

A motion was made by Noah, seconded by Eric, that the Zoning Board of Appeals finds that the proposed 13’7” x 3’4” addition to a non-conforming structure, located at 1211 Mohawk Trail, would not be any more detrimental to the neighborhood than the existing non-conforming structure and it was so voted as approved.

Voting in favor this Finding: Joe, Michael, Chris, Noah, Eric Lucentini

Voting in opposition: None

Abstentions: None
It was noted that only about half of the towns in Franklin County have Findings.
The next meeting was scheduled for April 21.
At 8:47 p.m. a motion was made by Eric, seconded by Chris, to adjourn the meeting.


Voting in Support of motion: Joe, Noah, Michael, Chris, Eric
      
 Opposed:    None

      
 Abstentions: None


 Motion passed: 5-0-0

Respectfully submitted,

Faye Whitney, Administrative Assistant
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