
TOWN OF SHELBURNE, MA

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

MEETING MINUTES APRIL 21, 2022
A duly posted meeting of the Shelburne Zoning Board of Appeals was held via Zoom, on April 21, 2022.
Members Present: Joe Palmeri, Eric Lucentini, Noah Grunberg, John Taylor, Chris Macek, Michael Parry

Administrative Assistant: Faye Whitney

Members Absent: None
Guests: Jon Wyman, Terry Dun, James Wholey
Chair Joe Palmeri called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.

A motion was made by Noah, seconded by Michael, to approve the meeting minutes of January 6, 2022.


Voting in Support of motion: Joe, Noah, Eric, John, Michael
      
 Opposed:    None

      
 Abstentions: Chris

 Motion passed: 5-0-1

The Planning Board has submitted proposed bylaw changes to the Selectboard. Town Counsel has given her approval. The bylaw change would not allow retail in the Village Residential area. The term “retail” has not been defined but the default, if a term is not defined, is to use the plain English definition.

At 7:17 p.m. the meeting was recessed for the purpose of a Public Hearing for the Shelburne Historical Society.
The meeting resumed at 8:17 p.m.
The Board decided to deliberate on the Historical Society application. Joe said they could either apply the rules for a variance, look at it as a Finding under bylaw section 10.1.2, or both.

Noah, who as an abutter, could not participate in the decision, left the meeting at 8:19 p.m.

Eric thought that while giving variance is not easy, this is a rare case. The Society is a public, charitable organization trying to increase accessibility.

The Society is willing to use its own money. If a handicap accessible set of ramps were placed on the opposite side of the building it would cost twice as much. Another part of the hardship is that the real value of the building is its historic view from the Severance Street side. By putting the handicap access on the Maple Street side, the front of the building would retain its historic view.
The building is used by the public, it is not a residential building. Not being accessible to the public exposes the organization to the government mandate to be accessible.

Building on to the Severance Street side of the building would be a detriment to the neighborhood. The applicant contacted many in the neighborhood and they either supported the proposed project or were neutral. 

A motion was made by Eric seconded by Michael, that the Zoning Board of Appeals grant a variance as requested by the Shelburne Historical Society and finds that the plan, as presented to the Board, dated March 18, 2022, to increase accessibility on the east side of the building located at 33 Severance Street, meets the necessary requirements.

Voting in favor of this Variance: Joe, Michael, Chris, John, Eric 

Voting in opposition: None

Abstentions: None
The Board discussed the fact that Shelburne’s zoning bylaw 10.1.2 is more liberal than the state’s version. Some Board members thought it should be changed to match the state version. 

Michael left the meeting at 9 p.m.

John said 10.1.2 only affects existing non-conforming buildings, not new buildings. That includes a lot of buildings in the village area. This discussion will be continued at a future meeting.

At 9:17 p.m. Chris left the meeting
At 9:18 p.m. a motion was made by John, seconded by Eric, to adjourn the meeting.


Voting in Support of motion: Joe, Eric, John
      
 Opposed:    None

      
 Abstentions: None


 Motion passed: 3-0-0

Respectfully submitted,

Faye Whitney, Administrative Assistant
 Document List
Application for a variance from Shelburne Historical Society

